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and Hoysalas fell victims to the Musalman invasions from Delhi. The Vijayanagar kingdom then arose, which ultimately ruled over all the countries south of the Kistna. Under it, in the sixteenth century, were established the line of the Keladi, Ikkeri, or Bednur chiefs in the west of the District, and of the Basavapatna or Tarikere chiefs in the east. The Keladi chiefs were Lingayats \ and their founder, Sadasiva Raya Naik, who took his name from his overlord, first received the government of Barkur, Mangalore, and Chandragutti. His successor removed the capital to Ikkeri. After the fall of Vijayanagar, Venkatappa Naik (whom the Portuguese called Venkapor, king of Kanara) assumed independence, and in the next reign the capital was finally removed to Bednur (now Nagar). Sivappa Naik, who came to the throne in 1645, overran all the country east to Shimoga, south to Manjarabad, and west throughout the whole of Kanara. The fugitive king of Vijayanagar, who came to him for protection, was established by him at Belur and Sakkarepatna, and he even attempted to besiege Seringapatam on his behalf. Sivappa Naik died in 1660; and his successors held the country till 1763, when Haidar All captured Bednur, and brought their power to an end. Haidar formed the design of making here a new capital for himself, and gave it the name of Haidarnagar, the present Nagar. The Basavapatna chiefs were driven from their seat by the Bijapur invasions, and retired first to Sante-Bennur, and finally to Tarikere (Kadur District). In 1783, in the war between the British and Mysore, troops from Bombay captured Bednur, but it was recovered by Tipii Sultan. After the fall of Seringapatam in 1799, a Maratha chief named Dhundia Wagh ravaged Shimoga and the east, but was pursued and slain by a force under Colonel Wellesley (the future Duke of Wellington). In 1830 a rebellion broke out in the Nagar country, owing to the Raja's misrule, and the Tarikere chief escaped from Mysore to join the insurgents. When the insurrection had been put down, the Mysore State was placed under a British Commission, which continued to govern the country till the rendition in 1881.
The Shikarpur taluk is full of antiquities. The Satakarni inscription at Malavalli, perhaps of the second century, is the oldest, and on the same pillar, in the same Prakrit language, is a Kadamba inscription. But the remains at Belgami, the former capital of this Banavase province, throw all the others into the shade. They include many ruined temples remarkable for their carving, and numerous inscriptions, mostly of the eleventh and twelfth centuries. The fine Bherundesvara pillar is an elegant monolith, 30^ feet high and if thick, with a double-headed eagle of human form, 4 feet high, at the top, called Ganda-bherunda. At Bandanikke, the chief city of Nagarakhanda, are also
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